INDUSTRY   AND   FINANCE
the figure is 7 per cent. The Mossoviet officials expressed
themselves as content with their low figure, and they asserted
that there was no intention to raise it substantially in the
future. It is, in consequence, easy to understand the marked
overcrowding in many of the shops and the time which must
be spent in shopping.
PUBLIC   UTILITIES
The generation and supply of electricity in Moscow is
not under the control of the city, and the two most interesting
public utilities in operation are, therefore, the supply of gas
and the operation of tramways.
Gas
The production of gas in Moscow has increased by nearly
100 per cent since 1932. In 1936 the daily production was
115 million cubic metres. This is, per head of population,
about one-third of the production in the city of Manchester.
Moscow, indeed, is at present very badly supplied with gas.
The plant is old and inefficient; a large proportion of the
houses in the city are not attached to the gas network and
obtain heat from wood stoves. I was informed, however,
that a new gas plant is in process of erection which will
increase the output threefold.
The gas tariff is a single-price one. Apart from an
insignificant number of special consumers (such as order
bearers and invalids) and industrial users, all consumers pay
a standard rate of 11 -2 kopeks per cubic metre. The officials
were not inclined to attach importance to multi-part tarifis.
Apparently these had not even been considered in Moscow,
There seemed to be no great interest in the view that, since
the cost of providing gas to some consumers was higher than
to others, there might be a case for graduated prices. This
attitude to costs also came out in other directions. It is
difficult to determine what profits are made by the Moscow
gas trust, because capital costs are not included in total costs.
But in 1936 the trust appears to have made a profit of
15 per cent on its turnover and about 10 per cent on its
invested capital, When I inquired why, with such high
profits, the price of gas was not reduced, the answers made
it clear that the officials were not accustomed to thJnfc ia
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